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Introduction:  This month, as we approach our 
October 25th Congregational Meeting and 
Brunch, I am gladly having Gary Spero use this 
column to introduce our Stewardship Theme: òYou 
are an Important Piece of the MRC Puzzle.ó   
   Grace and Peace, 
   Pastor Steve  

 

Dear Friends,  

     The choir is back in the loft, countless 

number of children in worship, the 

annual faith walk of the childrenôs 
message, the dedication of Sunday 

School teachers, the delicious brunch, the 

election of the nominating committee, 

Leanore pressuring us to give up our 

valuables for the Fair and Auction, and 

not to mention the added bonus of answered prayers 

with the celebration of baptism for Nathaniel 

Clagnaz.  So many things are happening and so 

many people were put into place to make it seem 

effortless. 
     Once again, weôve witnessed another wonderful 

start to a new church year.  Rally Day, by all 

accounts, always proves to be an infusion of 

enthusiasm, anticipation and excitement.  The truth 

is, we should make it our personal goal that each 

day, especially Sunday, is met with that same 

expectation.  It is easy on days of celebration or 

holidays to find purpose and meaning.  Somehow 

that gives us more clarity and focus of the big 

picture.  The difficulty comes during the routine of 

everyday life to recognize the important piece of 

the picture we each play each and every day. 

Without vision and purpose of how we fit into Gods 

big picture or plan is like trying to put together a 

jigsaw puzzle without seeing the picture on the box.  

Your piece of the puzzle may not seem important 

but the truth is the picture is not complete without  

that part of the puzzle.  In fact, Godôs story cannot 

be told in the way He intended for it to be told if 

your piece is missing.  

     As this month re-aligns our focus on Steward- 

ship, I would like us all to keep within the theme of 

your piece of the big picture. Stewardship is about 

how we live our whole life in Christ.  Stewardship 

is about how our faith in Christ is reflected in our 

commitment to the community of faith.  As we live 

our lives in Christ the use of our talents reflect our 

faith, the use of our time in relationship to this 

community reflects our faith and even the gift of 

our money reflects our faith in Christ.  Not 

using our blessing whether itôs time, talent 

or treasure to further Godôs kingdom be- 

comes the missing piece of the puzzle. This 

year as we reflect on the many blessings that 

were given to us, let us remember all the 

ways we can express our faith through 

Stewardship.  In fact, it is a call to each of 

us to find ways to increase our faith 

commitment.  For some that may mean giving more 

time whether it is at coffee hour, helping at the Fair 

and Auction or Rummage Sale or possibly the 

upcoming Family Promise Program to feed and 

house the homeless.  For others, it can be reflected 

in talent, such as Sunday School teacher, leading 

Adult Education or helping maintain the church 

building.  And for most, itôs looking at the 

abundance we are blessed with and sharing that to 

further Godôs kingdom here on earth.  

     In keeping with the ñPiece of the Puzzleò theme, 

there will be a poster in the fellowship hall that will 

be a sketch of our church with its foundation as a 

jigsaw puzzle.  The puzzle will be a picture of our 

congregation.  With every commitment card 

received, I will place a piece of the puzzle on the 

foundation to represent the importance that 

every piece is an integral part of Godôs plan. 
 
  For the Consistory, 
 
  Gary Spero 

  Stewardship Commissioner 

 
ñYou Are An 

Important 

Piece of the 

MRC  

Puzzleò 
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This month we highlight one of the most popular hymns of the Christian church. 

Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me, 

     I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

óTwas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved, 

    How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come, 

    óTis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

This hymn was written by an English minister, John Newton, about 1765. At 

an early age Newton had some early religious instruction from his mother 

but unfortunately, after his mother died when he was still a child he gave up 

his religious convictions. At age eleven he became an apprentice on his fa-

therôs ship and Newtonôs life soon become one of immorality, debauchery 

and failure. He was rejected by his father, was frequently fired for his insub-

ordination, and was jailed. In later years he served on slave ships. In the 

midst of his despair, Newton began to read a book, Imitation of Christ. This 

book awakened his conscience to the things of God and the lessons that his 

mother taught him at an early age. 

One day while sailing a slave ship near Scotland, a violent storm battered his 

ship which almost sank. It was in the midst of that storm, while Newton was 

exhausted, frightened and near death, he had a life-transforming conversion 

experience. The assurance of Godôs love filled his soul which he described 

as an amazing manifestation of Godôs grace and he never ceased to marvel at 

Godôs mercy and grace that had been granted him. Within two years of his 

conversion he left the life of a seaman, married and became a minister.  

While he loved to preach, Newtonôs great joy was in writing hymns to be 

sung at his weekly prayer meetings. In the years to come, he composed over 

280 hymns, but the one for which he is most remembered came from his 

shipboard conversion and carries the message of his personal experience, 

ñAmazing Grace.ò It is speculated that the tune that Newton used for the 

hymn was a melody that was sung by the slaves on his slave ship. 

John Mayhew 

Director of Music & Organist 

 
CONSISTORY 
NOMINATING  
COMMITTEE  

2009 
(as chosen by the 
Congregation) 

 
Congratulations to the  
following people who 
were elected to serve 
as this yearõs 

Consistory Nominating 
Committee: 

 
Co-Chairs 

 
Lois Schmitt 
Cathie Spruck 

 
Greater Consistory 

 
Richard Boyd 
Rowan Brooks 
Laura Duncan 

 
Members At-Large 

 
Anthony Ballato 
Janine Eastman 
Daphne Blount 

 
Please feel free to make 

suggestions to any 
Committee Member 

 

All Are Welcomed!!  

Praise and Prayer Contemporary  

 Service  

Every Wednesday 7:30 PM  

Come celebrate and be renewed  
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FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25th 

9:30 AM WORSHIP 

 10:30 AM BRUNCH  

*MEETING TO FOLLOW* 
 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE MASSAPEQUA  

REFORMED CHURCH 

 ARE REQUESTED TO BE PRESENT FOR THIS VERY 

 IMPORTANT MEETING 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEO IN FRIENDSHIP ROOM 

 DURING MEETING 

CONSISTORY ELECTION FOR 2010-2012 

INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW OF 2010 BUDGET  

HELP! HELP! HELP! 
FALL RUMMAGE PREP 

Week of October 31st through November 5th 
 

Rummage Sale Dates:  November 6th & 7th!   
     Come one, come all and have a week filled with new friendships,  
renewal of old friendships, a lot of fun and of course a week of sorting, 
folding, pricing and hanging all of our goodies for the Rummage Sale.  
There is no time limit for your volunteering hours.  Any time that you 
can spare to help is more than welcome.  The pay is still the same ñ
lots of love and a warm, fuzzy feeling when everything is finished. 
 
     We need help all during the week before the sale and on the two 
days of the sales with books, jewelry, Flea Market, bakers for the Bake 
Table and, of course, the tons of rummage that will (hopefully) be do-
nated.  PLEASE only donate clean and usable clothing.       
 
     Note: We will not be accepting small toys because of the recent re-
call of toys made in China with a lead content.  We will accept games 
and medium size toys and stuffed animals.  All clean, with all parts in 
working order, please.     
 
     The Nautilus Restaurant will once again furnish us with their deli-
cious soups on the days of the sales.  Now, if that is not an incentive to 
help out, Iõm stumped!  I am looking forward to seeing everyone who 
can help and enjoy the long lasting friendships that develop. 
 
    Peace and love,  
    Rowan Brooks 

In A Different 

Voice é 
 

    Congregational Meeting ð  
      Chore or Privilege? 
 
Our Church isnõt just a place 
where we worship, learn and 
enjoy fellowship on a Sunday 
morning.  Itõs an institution, 
which requires a paid staff, and 
facilities that need maintenance.  
Itõs also a Church with a history 
and a vision for the future. 
 
We in the Reformed Church have 
the privilege to take part in the 
governing of our Congregation.  
We elect our Deacons and Elders 
and vote on how our offerings and 
tithes should be dispersed.  We all 
try to serve our Church in many 
ways ð ushering, coffee hour 
hosts, prayer support, stocking 
t he  p an t r y ,  Co mmu n i on 
preparation, Fair & Auction, 
Mission trips, Sunday School, etc.  
 
Come to our next Congregational 
Meeting which will be held on 
Sunday, October 25th ð it is your 
privilege to vote.  
 
Together we look forward in 
anticipation of what is to come 
and we greet the mystery of the 
future.  By Godõs grace our 
congregation will thrive because 
we are a part of the decision 
process, which will occur at the 
Congregational Meeting. 
 

  

We reserve this column each 
month for inspirational thoughts. 
We welcome contributions from 
everyone! Send your poems, 
prayers, or thoughts to the 
church office. 
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 Itõs Time to Think About 
Thanksgiving Baskets!  

 
 
Each year, our Sunday School 

children do make a difference!  This 
year we will be collecting our food 
from the beginning of September 
through mid -November.  

 
  Baskets are creatively turned into beautifully  
decorated baskets of cheer.  They are delivered shortly 
before Thanksgiving, filled with cards, food and love.   
 
 Thank you for helping us make this happen!  
Please bring your food offerings to Sunday School  
following the schedule below:  

  
Sept. 13th     Cookies and Candy 
Sept. 20th     Coffee and Tea 
Sept. 27th Juice 
 
Oct. 4th Nuts 
Oct. 11th       Canned Vegetables 
Oct. 18th Fruit Cocktail & Canned Yams 
Oct. 25th Cranberry Sauce & Canned Gravy 
Nov. 8th       Boxed Stuffing & Boxed 
        Mashed Potatoes 
 

Each year  
our Sunday School Children 

 DO make a difference! 

 
Food 

Pantry 
 

Did you know? 
 There are Waldbaumõs 

vouchers, which are 
used just like cash, in 
the food pantry.  Did 

you know that you can 
donate money  

specifically for that 
community outreach?   
All you do is contact 
Judy Boyd (798-6033),  

Daphne Blount 
 (631-952-3812)  

or Maureen Kours 
 (631-691-6369)  

and they will take care 
of  the details.   

 
We can also use the 

 following items in the 
pantry:  childrenõs cereal 
and snacks, juice, pasta 

and sauce, tuna,  
macaroni & cheese,  

coffee, 
 canned vegetables, 
soup and the like.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check 
 expiration dates. 

 
A MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP  

 

òRemember this -- You canõt serve God and Money, 

but you can serve God with money.ó 

 
                      Selwyn Hughes , 

      English pastor and author  
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Mission  
Focus 

 

Be sure to be at Worship on 
Sunday, October 25th so you 
can meet one of our mission 
partners, Pat  Miersma. 
 
Harry and Pat Miersma 
have previously served as 
missionaries and counselors 
in Ethiopia and Paupa New 
Guinea.  Before moving to 
Texas, they were based in 
Kenya and ministered to 
missionaries in twenty -five 
African countries.  
 
Harry and Pat presently 
support missionary workers 
and indigenous church 
workers as they engage in 
Bible translation, literacy 
and related work.  The RCA 
and Wycliffe Bible transla-
tors support the Miersmas 
as they prepare missionaries 
for service. 
 
Please keep Harry and Pat 
in your prayers as they 
strive to support and train 
missionaries for their work 
in the mission field.  Pray 
also for the many Wycliffe 
Bible Translators working in 
over 70 countries around 
the world.  For more infor-
mation, Visit RCA.org.  
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Consistory met on Wednesday evening, September 16th, and the fol-
lowing took placeé 
 
Youth Ministry Report:   Juan reported that the youth group, con-
sisting of fourteen young people along with the chaperones, had a 
successful mission trip in August.    He also reviewed the finances for 
the trip.   
 
Youth group has started meetings again on Sunday evenings.  
 
Family Promise:   Jones Wong met with the Consistory to update the 
members on the progress of Family Promise in Nassau County.   
There are now fourteen host and supporting congregations in     
Nassau County.   Fund raising has begun and is progressing 
nicely.   Volunteers will be needed at our church to help in various 
ways once the program begins.  The program hopefully will be start-
ing after November 2009.  
 
Pastorõs Report:  Pastor Steve was granted a sabbatical leave in   
February 2010.  He will be studying Church Models in California 
and also sharing the blessed event of the birth of Carla and Pastor 
Steveõs first grandchild.  
 
Natural Church Development:   The Consistory reviewed functional 
structures within the church with discussion on activities and 
groups that are no longer viable within the church.  We are looking 
at ways we could replace those activities with more purposeful 
ones.   
 

Family Care:  The congregational meeting will be held October 25. 

The date of the upcoming Square Dance has been changed to No-

vember 14.  It should be a great evening of fun and fellowship and is 

open to all adults in the church.    
 

The new nominating committee has been formed. 

 
New Choir Members Welcome! 

 
As we begin a new season of making a  

joyful noise unto the Lord, now is the perfect time 
 to join any of our choirs. 

 
Speak to John Mayhew, our Director of Music,  

at Coffee Hour any Sunday. 
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Fireproof Youth Corner 
 
As Iôve been studying the book of James in preparation for 

this Fallôs Tues. night Bible Study (6:30-8:30pm) one thing 

has made an impression on me.  The fact that during the 

summer we get quite lazy.  We might be busier because of 

traveling, vacations and various other activities but we tend to get spiritually lazy.  We attend 

church less often because there are ñmore important thingsò/ ñmore fun thingsò to do.  We read The 

Word (the Bible) less often, if at all, during the summer.  From my experience and from what I read 

in the Bible this is not good.  Less time spent in the Word of God and Christian fellowship means 

weôre more susceptible to temptation and our own human nature. 
  
 James 2 says ñWhat does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not 

have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one 

of you says to them, ñDepart in peace, be warmed and filled,ò but you do not give them the things 

which are needed for the body, what does it profit?  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have 

works, is dead. But someone will say, ñYou have faith, and I have works.ò Show me your faith with-

out your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  You believe that there is one God. You 

do well. Even the demons believeðand tremble!  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith 

without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his 

son on the altar?  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith 

was made perfect?  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ñAbraham believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness.ò And he was called the friend of God.  You see then that a man 

is justified by works, and not by faith only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by 

works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?  For as the body without 

the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.ò 
  
 The basic premise of the Book of James is that we need to line up our lives with what we say 

we believe.  This is something we can all benefit from. 
  
God Bless you as you seek The Lord. 
  
      Juan Toro 

      Youth Director 
 

REMEMBER:  Youth Group 7th -12th Grades Every Sunday at 6:30 PM 

 
                    Fair & Auction  

                    October 3, 2009 -  10 AM -3 PM  
 

   Flowers, Fresh Produce, Baked Goods,  

Hot Dogs and Soda, Hot and Cold Lunch, 

Coffee and Cake 

 Artwork by Church Members  

          Collectible Art, Memorabilia, Jewelry,  

         Antiques, Attic Treasures, Used Books 

KIDS CORNER 
 

Toys, Games, Candy, 

Cupcakes, Books 


