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Dear Friends, 

     If you were here for one of our Christmas Eve 

services then you already know that one of my favorite 

Christmas cards is the one that contains the inspirational 

poem, One Solitary Life.  This poem, whose author is 

unknown, affirms the reality that despite his humble life 

style, there is no person who has had a more important 

and positive impact on human history than our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The poem says it this way:  

"Twenty centuries have come and gone, 

and today He is the central figure of the 

human race.  I am well within the mark 

when I say that all the armies that have 

ever marched, all the navies that have ever sailed, all the 

Parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned-

put together-have not affected the life of humans on this 

earth as much as that one, solitary life."   

     As I was reflecting about the truth affirmed in this 

poem that describes the positive difference made by our 

Lord's "One Solitary Life", I was reminded that our one 

solitary life can also make a very positive difference.  

For individually and collectively this new year is filled 

with opportunities for us to demonstrate the power of  

"One Solitary Life".    
     Within this newsletter you will find many invitations 

to help us get off to a great start of ministry in 2009.  

Time and space make it impossible for me to list all of 

these invitations, but let me highlight a few of our 

special invitations. 
 
     First, I would like to encourage you to join us on 

Sunday January 4th at 9:30 am as we celebrate the 

Lord's Supper on the first Sunday of this new year.  We 

will also be resuming our regular Sunday schedule 

which includes:  Worship at 9:30 am; refreshments and 

conversation from 10:30 am - 11:00 am; Sunday School 

and Adult Ed from 11:00 am - Noon; Youth Club (5th - 

7th graders) Noon - 1:30 pm; and Youth Group (8th - 

12th grade) from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.  2009, like every 

other year before or after it, will include times when 
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life challenges us in one way or another.   That's 

why our regular Sunday attendance needs to be a 

priority so that we can nurture the faith that 

sustains us when life is most challenging. 
 
     My next special invitation is to our 9:30 am 

Worship Service on Sunday January 11th.  At this 

service, we will be ordaining and installing the men 

and women who you voted to have serve on the 2009 

Consistory.  The 2009 consistory members are Candee 

Auletta, Doug Bove, Gary Spero and Dick Thompson.  

We will also be expressing our gratitude to Art 

Armstrong, Dot Doxey, John Hoblin and 

Jones Wong who completed their consistory 

terms in December 2008.   Please join us on 

this Sunday to express our gratitude and 

support of our consistory.   
 

    Next, in my list of New Year's invitations is our 

Winter Blood Drive which will be held at our 

Church on Sunday January 25th from 10:30 am - 

2:30 pm.  As is always the case at this time of the year 

there is a serious blood shortage and your donation is 

truly an opportunity to "give the gift of life".  We have 

arranged to have extra staff from the LI Blood Center 

present so your wait should not be too long and your 

gift is truly needed and appreciated.    
     We truly have been blessed by our Lordôs ñOne 

Solitary Life.ò  We have received the gifts of faith and 

hope that come from realizing that today, tomorrow 

and forever, whether we live on earth or in heaven, we 

are surrounded and sustained by Godôs steadfast and 

eternal love.  Together let us make this New Year's 

Resolution for 2009 that this will be a year when we 

continue to express our gratitude for God's amazing 

grace in our lives by continuing to grow in our 

commitment to serve as an instrument of that grace in 

the lives of our loved ones and all who are affected by 

our individual and collective witness for the Lord.  

For if we make and keep that New Year's 

Resolution, then truly 2009 will be a wonderful 

year! 
 
   Grace and Peace, 
   Pastor Steve 

One  

Solitary Life 
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     CONSISTORY 
      HIGHLIGHTS  
 
 
Youth Ministry Report - Pastor Steve reported that our Youth Ministry has resumed 
their regular meetings upon the return of Juan and Victoria.  The response of our 
youth has been very good.  There will be a lock-in one night after Christmas. 
 
Family Care - Cathie Spruck reported that about 50 adults and young people at-
tended our Wednesday wreath-making evening.  On Sunday, December 14th, 70 to 80 
attended the St. Nick picnic and did a great job wrapping gifts for our Adopt-a-
Family project.  On Sunday, the 21st, there will be a homemade soup luncheon for the 
carolers.  On Monday evening, December 8th, 40 women attended the Guild Christ-
mas Dinner and filled cookie tins for our shut-ins, as well as approved the distribu-
tion of $5,200, earned from our Rummage Sales, to our many mission projects. 
 
Christian Action - Judy Boyd thanked Melissa Schachter for all her help in making 
our Adopt-a-Family project a great success.  Two-hundred fifty-two childrenõs gifts 
were purchased and wrapped, and a supermarket gift card was included for each of 
40 military families and for 10 local families.   
 
Congregational Care - Verna continues to keep in touch with many of our members 
in need of help or contact.  Included this month was the Blandfords, Maureen Kours, 
Gladys Fristrom and Carla Giordano. 
 
Evangelism and Church Growth - Jane Smits has sent pictures and news articles 
about our Church to our local newspapers; she will continue to do so. 
 
Stewardship - John Hoblin reported that we have received 71 pledges to date and the 
hope is that weõll receive an additional 20-30 so that we can attain $190,000 or more. 
 
Mission - Jones reported that there are now 9 churches, including MRC, who have 
agreed to take part in the Family Promise Project. 
 
Finance and Treasurerõs Report - The Treasurerõs and Financial Secretaryõs reports 
were discussed and approved.  Joe reported that we have now transferred our tele-
phone service to Cablevision at a very good financial savings. 
 
Pastorõs Report - Our new Consistory members, Gary Spero, Dick Thompson, Doug 
Bove and Candee Auletta were welcomed.  A motion was made to elect Alec Duncan 
as our new Vice President. 
 
A thank you and farewell was extended to our retiring Consistory members: Art 
Armstrong, Dot Doxey, John Hoblin and Jones Wong. 
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 In A Different Voiceä 
 

 

Thoughts for the New Year 
 

ñAll the blessings we enjoy are Divine 

deposits, committed to our trust on this 

condition, that they should be dispensed 

for the benefit of our neighbors.ò 

   John Calvin 

 
ñIf you read history you will find that the 

Christians who did most for the present 

world were precisely those who thought 

most of the next.  It is since Christians 

have largely ceased to think of the other 

world that they have become so 

ineffective in this.ò 

C.S. Lewis 

 

ñThe truth of the matter is that you always 

know the right thing to do.  The hard part 

is doing it.ò 

Robert H. Schuller 

 

ñEvery problem has in it the seeds of its 

own solution.  If you donôt have any 

problems, you donôt get any seeds.ò 

Norman Vincent Peale 

 

ñGod, grant me the serenity to accept the 

things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and the wisdom to 

know the difference.ò 

Reinhold Niebuhr 

 
 

 

WINTER  

CONGREGATIONAL BRUNCH 
 

SUNDAY, Sunday, February 1st 

AT 10:30 AM 

(All reports due by January 5, 2009) 
 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE  

MASSAPEQUA REFORMED CHURCH ARE 

 REQUESTED TO BE AT THIS MEETING.  

 

 

CONSISTORY 2009 
 

 President  Rev. Dr. Stephen Giordano 

 Vice President Alec Duncan 

 Commissioner  Commission 
 

 Candace Auletta  Communications  

 Julian Bacchus  Christian Education  

 Doug Bove   Mission 

 Judy Boyd   Christian Action  

 Alec Duncan   Worship 

 Joe Garbarino  Finance 

 Verna Robinson  Congregational Care 

 Lois Schmitt   Clerk 

 Jane Smits   Evangelism  

 Dr. Gary Spero  Stewardship 

 Cathie Spruck  Family Care 

 Dick Thompson  Property 
  

If you ever have a concern or a suggestion, please feel free to 

speak to Pastor Steve or any member of our  Consistory. 

 
We reserve this column each month for  
inspirational thoughts.  We welcome  

contributions from everyone!  Send your 
 poems, prayers or thoughts to 

 the church office. 
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CONSISTORY RETREAT  
 

FRIDAY, January 23rd - 
6:30  -  9:30 pm 

SATURDAY, January 24th -  
8:30 AM -  2:00 PM 

 
Here at the church 

 

 

 

 

 
All consistory members  

are expected 
to attend this  

very important event.  

 
Food 

Pantry 
 

Did you know? 
 There are Waldbaumõs 

vouchers, which are 
used just like cash, in 
the food pantry.  Did 

you know that you can 
donate money  

specifically for that 
community outreach?   
All you do is contact 
Judy Boyd (798-6033),  

Daphne Blount 
 (631-952-3812)  

or Maureen Kours 
 (631-691-6369)  

and they will take care 
of  the details.   

 
We can also use the 

 following items in the 
pantry:  childrenõs cereal 
and snacks, juice, pasta 

and sauce, tuna,  
macaroni & cheese,  

coffee, canned vegeta-
bles, soup and the like.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check expiration 
dates. 

 
STEWARDSHIP SEED  

 
Our former Pastor, the Rev. David Dethmers, writing 

in the RCA World Service Update, said:   
òLast night my wife and I had a conversation 
about our giving and whether we would give as 

much as we have in the past.  It was tempting to 
cut back our giving in these tough economic 
times.  We feel poorer.  We want to plan for our 

retirement.  Tempting ñ-until we reflected on a 
couple of realities.  First, our giving helps to 

support organizations that work with the poor to 
help them have  a sustainable future.  And, sec-

ondly, the poor are suffering far more than we 
are as a result of the worldwide economic crisis.ó   

 
Yes, in these difficult economic times, it is tempting to 
òcut backó but those who are served by the ministry 

of our Church, including our own loved ones, truly do 
depend upon our faithful stewardship!  We are truly 

grateful for your ongoing support that makes our 
Churchõs ministry possible! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

BAPTISM 

 

Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Matt 28:19 

 

This Scripture is the warrant for 

water baptism.  Indeed baptism is 

not optional with a believer; it is, 

rather, the express command of 

Christ. 

 

Christians generally have been 

united in the conviction that 

baptism is commanded, but they 

have been divided on almost 

every other aspect of the subject. 

 

Some insist that immersion is the 

only mode of baptism.  Others 

believe that the Scripture teaches 

baptism by pouring or by 

sprinkling.  The Reformed 

Church may baptize by all three 

methods.  Some baptize infants.  

Others insist that only those who 

are old enough to make a personal 

decision for Christ ought to be 

baptized.  Many like the RCA call 

baptism a sacrament and others 

regard it as an ordinance.  All 

administer the rite in the name of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

i n 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This month I share some background of the writer of a well known hymn 

that the Senior Choir will be singing in January. 

Blessed Assurance 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine,  

       Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

      Born of His spirit, washed in His blood. 

This is my story, this is my song 

      praising my Savior all the day long. 

This is my story, this is my song 

      praising my Savior all the day long! 

This hymn was written by one of most prolific hymn writers of this past 

century, Fanny Crosby. During her lifetime, Crosby wrote over 8,000 

hymns and her hymns of praise survive today as a testament to the reso-

lute faith that sustained her throughout her life. Fanny had every right to 

be discouraged and depressed. As a young child, Fanny was accidentally 

blinded by a doctor who attempted to treat her infected eyes. Her father 

also died when she was still young. Crosby married at age 38 and her 

only child died in infancy. After her husband passed away, Fanny 

Crosby lived alone for the remainder of her life as a widow. Throughout 

her life, Fanny never became bitter. At a young age, she wrote a poem 

that reflected her resolute spirit. 
 

Oh, what a happy soul am I, although I cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this world, contented I will be. 

How many blessings I enjoy, that other people donôt, 

To weep and sigh because Iôm blind, I cannot and I wonôt! 
 

It was said that Crosby prayed fervently before writing the words to the 

hymns such as Blessed Assurance and that the words flowed from her 

heart. When Crosby died at age 89, she left a rich legacy of gospel songs 

that have inspired and encouraged millions of Christians around the 

world. The inscription on Crosbyôs tombstone is short portion of scrip-

ture that sums up her attitude of deep humility and service from which 

we can all learn. The words are taken from the remarks of Jesus about 

the women at Bethany who anointed His head with costly perfume. It 

reads simply: ñShe hath done what she could.ò 

John Mayhew 

Director of Music & Organist 

(Hymn history from, ñHymns of Faith & Inspirationò) 
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Sunday School News! 
 

   

The 2008-2009 Sunday School year is off to a flying start this year   thanks to the dedication 

and hard work of our teachers, students and members of the congregation!  This fall, we  

collected a record amount of food for our Thanksgiving Baskets.  Our STAR students 

shone in this year s Christmas Pageant, enjoyed by all!!   

Thanks to everyone who helped make these events a success! 

 

Looking forward:  Our Family Bowling Day to be scheduled for sometime this winter!  Stay 

tuned for more information. 

Adopt-A-Family 
 
  With the help of the Massapequa Reformed 
    Church Family,  
  over 300 gifts and $2,700 worth of food cards 
 were provided for military families and others with needs  
    within our community.  

 
You truly helped us to provide a blessed and Merry Christmas for these families.   

Thank you! 

        MENõS BREAKFAST 
 

              Our January Menõs Breakfast will be held from 
               8am-9:30 am on Saturday, January 10th  

                             at the Nautilus Diner.   
          Our theme will be: òPlanning for a Great 2009ó  
                               All men are invited. 

WINTER BLOOD DRIVE 
  

 Sunday, January 25th 
 from 10:30 AM ñ2:30 PM at MRC 

 
 
 

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE!  


