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Dear Friends,  
     As you know this Sunday, February 1st, is the 

date for our Annual Congregational Brunch and 

Meeting that will start right after our 9:30AM 

Worship.  I sure hope you are planning to join us for 

this important meeting and time of fellowship!  

     As I was thinking about this Meeting and the 

many wonderful ministries of our Church that will 

be included in our Annual Report, I was reminded of 

our Lord's words in Matthew's Gospel: "The 

Kingdom of God is like this: A person 

takes a mustard seed and sows it in a 

field.  Although the mustard seed is the 

smallest of all seeds, when it grows up, 

it is the biggest of all trees and its 

branches provide shelter for the birds".  

I thought also, of the portion of our Reformed 

Church in America's Mission Statement that reads: 

"Our shared task is to equip congregations for 

ministryða thousand churches in a million ways 

doing one thing-which is following Christ in mission 

in a lost and broken world that is so loved by God".  

And the reason that I thought about both of these 

quotes was because as I think about our personal and 

collective ministry, I think there are many ways that 

we are "sowing the seed" and following Christ in a 

mission of compassion and loving service.  A 

mission, that seems to be growing like a "mustard 

seed" and providing shelter in many forms to our 

loved ones and all of those who are effected by our 

faithful witness. 

     An example of a "Mustard Seed Ministry" that 

brings the blessings of shelter and compassion will 

also occur this Sunday, as we participate in the "20th 

Anniversary of the Souper Bowl Of Caring".  

Twenty years ago when this ministry of Christian 

compassion began, I was still serving as the Pastor 

of the Clinton Avenue Church.  I remember 

receiving a letter announcing the "Souper Bowl of 

Caring" and saying, what is this?  What it was is a 

A Pastorôs  

Perspective... 

"Mustard Seed Ministry" that was the result of a small 

group of Christians coming up with the idea that we 

should use the mega event of the Super Bowl as a 

Christian Outreach by asking congregations to take up 

a special offering for local food pantries on that day.  

As I am sure was the case here in Massapequa, our 

Consistory had already decided on our Mission Budget 

and so I was tempted to toss this letter in the trash but 

somehow that didn't seem right.  And so, with little 

preparation or anticipation, I asked our Confirmation 

Class Students to stand at the rear of the Church on 

Super Bowl Sunday with a Soup Pot to receive this 

special offering.  Guess what, that first year, less then 

$100,000 was raised but the thing about "Mustard 

Seed Ministries" is that they have a wonderful habit of 

growing and that is exactly what happened 

and now, thanks to the support that we and 

many other congregations provide, over 

Fifty million dollars have been raised to 

support ministries for the poorest among us! 

    Of course, it is wonderful to celebrate the 

"Mustard Seed Ministries" that our Church has sup- 

ported and that is why I truly hope you will be able to 

join us for our Service and Annual Brunch this Sunday, 

as we celebrate what God is doing through our  

individual and collective witness.  And as we celebrate 

these ministries we do so with a full awareness of and 

appreciation for the fact that it is your faithful steward- 

ship that provides the time, talents and treasures that 

make our ministry possible!  So thank you and please 

come and celebrate with your Church family, as we 

give thanks to God for how He has inspired and 

guided us in the past, present and future "Mustard 

Seed Ministries at the Massapequa reformed Church"!    
  Grace and Peace, 
  Pastor Steve 
 
PS  After I had finished this letter that includes a focus on 

the "Mustard Seed Ministry of the Souper Bowl of Caring," 

I thought about all of our "Mustard Seed Ministries."   

There are just so many wonderful things that your faithful 

stewardship is accomplishing and I truly am thankful to 

God for allowing me to have the privilege of ministering 

with you! 

Congregational 

Brunch 

February 1 
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World Day 
Of 

Prayer 
 

On March 6th, Christian 
women of the Massapequas 

will join together to celebrate 
World Day of Prayer at  

The Massapequa  
Reformed Church 
302 Ocean Avenue 

Massapequa 
 

  As we worship together, 
women all over the world will 

also be  
participating in this event. 

 
World Day of Prayer is  

sponsored by Church Women 
United and takes place on the 

first Friday in March  
every year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars é 
Friday, March 6th 

at 1:00 PM.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Consistory had an outstanding Retreat held here at our 

Church on Friday and Saturday, January 23rd and 24th! 

 

For the Retreat, the Consistory saw and discussed a DVD that 

featured Rev. John Ortberg speaking on the theme 
 

òGod Is Closer Than We Think.ó 
 

In addition, the Consistory prepared for our February 1, 2009 

Congregational Brunch. 

 

We hope you will attend this important meeting! 

Men s Fellowship Breakfast 

This month s Men s Fellowship Breakfast   

will be held on 

Saturday, February 14th, 

 from 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 

at the Nautilus Diner. 

All men are welcomed and encouraged to attend! 

 

Womenõs Bible Study 
 

The Tuesday morning Bible Study 
is held every Tuesday morning 

from 9:00 ñ 11:30 AM  
and is open to all women of  the church,  

whether they can attend all or some Tuesdays. 
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In A Different Voiceé 
  

  

Seek first His Kingdom and His 
Righteousnessé 
                                  Matt. 6:33 
 
What is the Fatherõs business for you 
today? 
We are all different. 
We are all in different seasons of life. 
We all have different gifts & talents. 
We all wonder what we should be 
doingéhow muchéwhereéwhen? 
Where can each one of us find a 
model for our balancing act? 
The safest and most truthful place is 
JESUS. 
 
There is a lot of work to do in Godõs 
world and we must be about our 
Fatherõs business.   Do those things 
that please Him and finish the work 
HE gave each one of us to do. 
The secret of òDoing it alló is 
discovering which part of the òalló HE 
has given each one of us to do with 
our talents.  Then have the faith and 
commitment to do it.  

 
Today He may tell you to visit a 
friend, tomorrow He may tell you to 
forgive a wrong. The next day to help 
in the Sunday School or a standing 
committee. 
 
Remember: There is only so much of 
the Fatherõs business you have been 
given to do. 
 
 

 
 

Praise and Prayer  

Contemporary Service  

Led by Pastor Steve  

Every Wednesday Evening  

7:30 PM  

 

Why not add this event to your Lenten Calendar 

as of February 25th  

ASH  WEDNESDAY COMMUNION 
 

Once again we will begin our 
 Lenten Journey by  

celebrating the Lordõs Supper on  
Wednesday, February 25th 

                             at 8:00PM  
                                      at 

 Presbyterian Community Church 
150 Pittsburgh Avenue 

 All are welcomed and encouraged to attend. 

 

 

We reserve this column each 
month for inspirational 
thoughts.  We welcome  

contributions from everyone!  
Send your poems, prayers or 

thoughts to the church office.  

Looking Ahead at MRC 
  

Please save the following dates 

for these special events  

that are important for our entire Church Family: 

 
April 26th  Noon Luncheon and program for 

   Children at the Lordôs Table 

 

April 26th  3 PM Carpools leave MRC for Warwickôs 

   50th Anniversary Dinner 

 

May 3rd  Reception of Children at the 

   Lordôs Table Class during  

   9:30 AM Worship 

 

June 7th  Confirmation Class reception 

   at 9:30 AM Worship    
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The Youth Corner 
 

ñAnd I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.ò  

       John 12:32 

 

 In this passage Jesus is, literally, talking about the way that He 

is to die, Crucifixion.  But I think that thereôs more to this passage than 

the obvious.  What does this passage have to say to us today? 

 

 I believe that the above passage (John 12:32) is talking about 

the Word of God.  If we lift up the Word of God then it will draw all 

men, all peoples.  But in John 1:1 it says ñIn the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.ò  If the 

Word was with God and the Word was God, who else could the Word 

be but  Jesus Christ.  So if weôre lifting up the Word of God weôre also 

lifting up Jesus Christ.  If we speak about Jesus, discuss His teachings 

and study His Word (the Bible) then people will be drawn to Him.  

Theyôll be drawn to the church, theyôll be drawn to the youth program, 

theyôll be drawn to Sunday school, and theyôll be drawn to Bible study.  

  

 I can tell you that our youth group and youth club program is 

decent.  I believe that the kids are interested in coming to youth club 

and youth group not because of the games or food but because Jesus is 

being lifted up.  My goal from the very beginning has been to not over-

complicate things with flashy lights & videos but to simply present the 

Word of God so that a desire for God/Jesus and a love of Godôs Word 

(the Bible) will spring up in each youthôs heart through the work of the 

Holy Spirit.  Donôt get me wrong, Iôm not saying that flashy lights & 

videos and cool stuff doesnôt have itôs place in our youth program, Iôm 

just saying my first priority is not to entertain our youth but to expound 

the Word of God to them and give them the best chance to get to know 

the Lord Jesus Christ personally. 

 

 Iôm doing the best I can at lifting up Jesus so that He will draw 

the youth to Himself.   

 

 

God Bless you all as you seek the Lord, 

 

 Juan Toro 

 Youth Director 
 

 

 

 

 

All Bible excerpts were taken from the New King James Version of the Bible  

on www.biblegateway.com 

 
Food 

Pantry 
 

Did you know? 
 There are Waldbaumõs 

vouchers, which are 
used just like cash, in 
the food pantry.  Did 

you know that you can 
donate money  

specifically for that 
community outreach?   
All you do is contact 
Judy Boyd (798-6033),  

Daphne Blount 
 (631-952-3812)  

or Maureen Kours 
 (631-691-6369)  

and they will take care 
of  the details.   

 
We can also use the 

 following items in the 
pantry:  childrenõs cereal 
and snacks, juice, pasta 

and sauce, tuna,  
macaroni & cheese,  

coffee, canned vegeta-
bles, soup and the like.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check  
expiration dates. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

        
For the next several months this column 

will be more of  ñDo You Knowò as we 

focus on our missionaries and mission 

partners. 
 
     This month we focus on Bill & 
Peg De Bore serving Christ in Dulce, 
NM and partnered with Jicarilla 
Apache Reformed Church since 
1994. Billõs work includes pastoral 
ministry as well as community 
involvement with drug and alcohol 
abuse.  Pegõs responsibilities in 
church are in the Sunday School and 
womenõs ministries.  Peg also works 
as a teacherõs aide in the local 
elementary school. 
 
     Bill & Peg have worked with 
indigenous people for more than 30 
years.  They have served in Chiapas, 
Mexico as well as Cook College 
Theological School in Arizona. 
     Bill enjoys bird watching and 
fishing and Peg likes to read, walk 
and do needlework.  The De Bores 
have two adult children. 
 
     The De Boers would like prayers 
for all those who are impacted by 
alcohol abuse, especially the young 
children of alcoholic parents. Pray 
also that more church members 
exhibit spiritual growth in their 
lives, and that the Lord raise up 
more leaders among them. Most of 
all they want the gospel message to 
be accepted by the many who are 
spiritually lost in this community. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
To learn more 

about Bill & Peg, 
 see the in-depth article in this 

newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This month I share some important Biblical principles that relate 

to music.  These are the principles that we should carefully apply 

to our music ministry in our worship. To fully appreciate these 

principles, take the time to read and meditate on the associated 

Biblical references that are noted. 
 

It is my prayer that our music ministry will always follow Godôs 

plan for our worship to Him. 

 

     John Mayhew 

     Director of Music and Organist 

God considers music a very high priority in celebrating His 

worship. 

1 Chronicles 14:25-16:22; Ephesians 5:19 
 
Musicians are ministers appointed by God and music for 

worship is not our entertainment. 

1 Chronicles 16:4-6; Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

Singing praise to God is commanded to us and is not op-

tional. 

Psalm 66:1-2; 1 Chronicles 16:23-35 
 

The use of musical instruments is commanded in the scrip-

tures. 

Psalm 98:4-6; 81:1-4; 33:1-3; 147:7; 150 
 

The criterion for selection of our music is its message that it 

communicates.  If it is instrumental music, we need to con-

sider its musical quality, and appropriateness for its use in 

our worship.  If the music is sung, we consider whether the 

text is Christ centered. 
 
All texts sung must be consistent with scripture and doctri-

nally sound. 

Colossians 3:16 
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Sunday School News! 
  
Sunday, February 1  Congregational Meeting -No Sunday School 
 
Sunday, February 15  ñBring-A-Friendò Sunday 
 
Sunday, March 15  Family Fun Day of Bowling   4:00  -  6:00 PM 
 
Sunday, March 29  Staff Meeting  -  12:10 PM (in Library) and 
 
    Easter Egg Preparation 

 

World Day of Prayer  

 ÕËɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÖÕɯ!ÙÌÈÒÍÈÚÛ 
 
The program for the World Day of Prayer for 2009 will be recognizing the Papua people of 

New Guinea In Christ There Are Many Members, Yet One Body  
     
The independent state of Papua New Guinea is located just below the equator on the western 

side of the Pacific Ocean above Australia.  The women of Papua New Guinea (PNG) invite us 

to come with them to the Land of the Unexpected; to come together with the confidence that 

In Christ There Are Many Members, Yet One Body.  The women of PNG ask us to unite as 

one in Christ as we join with them in celebrating a unity where love is genuine, where good 

overcomes evil and where we are of one heart and soul.  
 
3ÏÌɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÖÊÜÚɯÖÕɯÐÕËÐÎÌÕÖÜÚɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÚɯÈÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

communities struggle to maintain their history and culture in an ever changing world.  
 
Please come join us on Friday, March 6, to learn more about the people of Papua New Guinea 

and especially to recognize their faith that we are all connected to one another!  
 
We, at the Massapequa Reformed Church, will be hosting the service and program this year!  

Please see Cathie Spruck if you will be able to help with the service and/or luncheon. 
 

We would very much appreciate any help!  Thank you!  

 
Shrove Sunday (not Tuesday) 

 
Come join us at the Shrove Sunday Pancake Brunch 

 
February 22, 2009 

 
Continuous Serving from 12 noon  -  1:30 pm  

 
RSVP at 799-5158 

 


